For the Reopening
16 December 2024

1. Mother’s Organ Music

2. What a child should always remember

The necessity of an absolute sincerity.
The certitude of Truth’s final victory.
The possibility of constant progress with the will to achieve.
(On Education, CWM: 12, p.148)

3. Prayers read by a student:

Lord, we pray to Thee:

May we understand better why we are here,
May we do better what we have to do here,
May we be what we ought to become here,

So that Thy will may be fulfilled harmoniously.

sk

Let our effort of every day and all time be to know You better and to serve You better.
(On Education, CWM: 12, p.126)

If you said to yourself, my children, “We want to be as perfect instruments as possible to express
the divine Will in the world”, then for this instrument to be perfect, it must be cultivated,
educated, trained. It must not be left like a shapeless piece of stone. When you want to build with
a stone you chisel it; when you want to make a formless block into a beautiful diamond, you
chisel it. Well, it is the same thing. When with your brain and body you want to make a beautiful
instrument for the Divine, you must cultivate it, sharpen it, refine it, complete what is missing,
perfect what is there.
(Questions and Answers 1953, CWM: 5, p. 47)

When one is very young and as I say “well-born”, that is, born with a conscious psychic being
within, there is always, in the dreams of the child, a kind of aspiration, which for its child’s
consciousness is a sort of ambition, for something which would be beauty without ugliness,
justice without injustice, goodness without limits, and a conscious, constant success, a perpetual
miracle. One dreams of miracles when one is young, one wants all wickedness to disappear,
everything to be always luminous, beautiful, happy, one likes stories which end happily. This is
what one should rely on. When the body feels its miseries, its limitations, one must establish this
dream in it—of a strength which would have no limit, a beauty which would have no ugliness,
and of marvellous capacities: one dreams of being able to rise into the air, of being wherever it is
necessary to be, of setting things right when they go wrong, of healing the sick; indeed, one has



all sorts of dreams when one is very young.... Usually parents or teachers pass their time throwing
cold water on it, telling you, “Oh! it’s a dream, it is not a reality.” They should do the very
opposite! Children should be taught, “Yes, this is what you must try to realise and not only is it
possible but it is certain if you come in contact with the part in you which is capable of doing this
thing. This is what should guide your life, organise it, make you develop in the direction of the
true reality which the ordinary world calls illusion.”

This is what it should be, instead of making children ordinary, with that dull, vulgar
common sense which becomes an inveterate habit and, when something is going well,
immediately brings up in the being the idea: “Oh, that won’t last!”, when somebody is kind, the
impression, “Oh, he will change!”, when one is capable of doing something, “Oh, tomorrow I
won’t be able to do it so well.” This is like an acid, a destructive acid in the being, which takes
away hope, certitude, confidence in future possibilities.

When a child is full of enthusiasm, never throw cold water on it, never tell him, “You
know, life is not like that!” You should always encourage him, tell him, “Yes, at present things are
not always like that, they seem ugly, but behind this there is a beauty that is trying to realise itself.
This is what you should love and draw towards you, this is what you should make the object of
your dreams, of your ambitions.”

(Questions and Answers 1957-1958, CWM:7, pp.162-63)

There are two principal things. This, the capacity for enthusiasm which makes one come out of
his greater or lesser inertia in order to throw himself more or less totally into the thing which
rouses him. As for instance, the artist for his art, the scientist for his science. And in general,
every person who creates or builds has an opening, the opening of a special faculty, a special
possibility, creating an enthusiasm in him. When this is active, something in the being awakens,
and there is a participation of almost the whole being in the thing done.

There is this. And then there are those who have an innate faculty of gratitude, those who
have an ardent need to respond, respond with warmth, devotion, joy, to something which they feel
like a marvel hidden behind the whole of life, behind the tiniest little element, the least little event
of life, who feel this sovereign beauty or infinite Grace which is behind all things.

I knew people who had no knowledge, so to say, of anything, who were hardly educated,
whose minds were altogether of the ordinary kind, and who had in them this capacity of gratitude,
of warmth, which gives itself, understands and is thankful. Well, for them, the contact with the
psychic was very frequent, almost constant and, to the extent that they were capable of it,
conscious—not very conscious but a little—in the sense that they felt that they were carried,
helped, uplifted above themselves.

These two things prepare people the most. They are born with one or the other; and if
they take the trouble, it develops gradually, it increases.

We say: the capacity for enthusiasm, something which throws you out of your miserable
and mean little ego; and the generous gratitude, the generosity of the gratitude which also flings
itself in thanksgiving out of the little ego. These are the two most powerful levers to enter into
contact with the Divine in one’s psychic being. This serves as a link with the psychic being—the
surest link.

(Questions and Answers 1955, CWM: 7, pp. 418-19)
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